Introduced by Council Member Gulliford & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Carter & Morgan:
RESOLUTION 2016-267
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING DENNIS BAIR AND THE BAIRFIND FOUNDATION FOR THEIR TIRELESS EFFORTS TO FIND AND RESCUE MISSING CHILDREN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Dennis Bair, himself a former minor league baseball player, took it upon himself to help find missing children and teenagers and return them to their families by founding the nonprofit BairFind Foundation, an organization that posts signs with pictures of missing area children and teenagers in baseball stadiums and sports arenas; and


WHEREAS, to date, BairFind Foundation has featured 278 missing kids in 40 baseball stadiums across the eastern United States, and through its efforts has contributed to locating and recovering 67 of those missing children; and


WHEREAS, the BairFind Foundation has partnered with the Jacksonville Suns and the Baseball Grounds of Jacksonville in an effort to help the Degner family of Jacksonville to find their missing son, Mark Degner, and played an important role in the successful rescue of Gina DeJesus, a Cleveland girl who went missing at the age of fourteen in Ohio where the Suns new owner Ken Babby also owns the baseball team in Akron; and


WHEREAS, BairFind has been named an Official Homegrown Charity of Minor League Baseball, and will be expanding its concourse sign project to stadiums and leagues across the country in partnership with Minor League Baseball to revolutionize the search for missing children; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Dennis Bair and the BairFind Foundation for their tireless effort in finding and rescuing missing children, and wishes the organization great success in this most worthwhile cause.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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